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ENERGY POVERTY
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Energy Poverty Section - Energy Access Plan

1. SECURE ENERGY ACCESS

2. ACCESS TO SUSTAINABLE ENERGY

3. ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE ENERGY
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Adopted on 24 July 2023, the Energy Efficiency Directive reflects the great

importance the EU attaches to energy efficiency. The Directive establishes "energy efficiency first" as a

fundamental principle of EU energy policy, emphasising its vital role in the implementation of energy policies

and investment decisions.

The Directive, which is an important part of the European Green Deal, was adopted in July 2021 as a recast
of the Energy Efficiency Directive proposed by the European Commission.

The Directive sets a target of 11.7% reduction in final energy consumption by 2030 compared to the

reference year 2020, while introducing a number of measures to help accelerate energy efficiency

practices.

The most important change is that the principle of "energy efficiency priority" has been given a legal basis.

EU countries are legally obliged to prioritise "energy efficiency" in policy making, planning and major

investments.

Furthermore, EU countries have agreed to almost double their annual energy saving obligations in the

coming years. According to the revised Directive, EU countries have to increase the average annual energy

savings rate from the current 0.8% to 1.49% from 2024 to 2030. In this framework, it aims to increase

energy savings in critical sectors such as buildings, industry and transport.

With the inclusion of the definition of energy poverty for the first time in the legislation, EU countries are

obliged to prioritise energy efficiency improvements for vulnerable customers, low-income households and

individuals living in social housing, and this is included in the scope of the energy saving obligation.
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Energy Poverty:
According to the studies, a household is labelled as "energy

poor" when its total energy expenditures

(electricity+water+natural gas+fuel) exceed 10%-25% of its

monthly or annual budget.

Energy Deprivation:
Households that cannot access energy, cannot access it, and

cannot use it even if they physically want to use it are called

"energy poor".

Electricity Poverty:
For the electricity sector, households that consume less than

100 kWh per month or 1200 kWh per year or allocate more

than 10 per cent of their total budget for electricity costs are

referred to as electricity poor.
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"Adela Tesarova, who works in the Energy
Department of the European Commission,
reminded that EU member states will provide
financial support to low-income households
affected by energy prices, for which a "social
climate fund" worth 72 billion euros was
created.

"We have the potential to eradicate energy
poverty once and for all," Tesarova said,
adding that the commission was focussing on
long-term solutions such as renewable energy
and energy efficiency."

Energy Poverty is also a Problem for the EU
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The reason why the electricity was cut off to 2.8 million subscribers who
could not pay their debts despite electricity assistance is that the real
number of poor in Turkey is much higher than those who can receive
electricity assistance.

According to the data of the Ministry of Family and Social Services, in 2020,
it was targeted to provide electricity assistance to 2 million 168 thousand
157 households, but 1 million 659 thousand 448 households received
assistance with a realisation rate of 76.5 percent.

Assuming that the average household size is 3.3 people, we can say that 5
million 476 thousand 178 people received electricity assistance in 2020.
However, according to TurkStat data, the number of poor calculated
according to the 60 per cent of the median income in 2020 is 17 million 921
thousand people. In other words, only 30.5 per cent of the number of poor
determined by TURKSTAT could receive electricity assistance. In 2021, the
situation did not change and the majority of households considered poor
according to TÜİK did not receive electricity assistance.*

*THE DARK AND COLD FACE OF POVERTY: ENERGY POVERTY, Prof. Dr. Seyhan Erdoğdu,

Ankara University Faculty of Political Sciences, Retired Faculty Member, EMO Magazine, September
2022 - Issue-471

Energy Poverty is One of Turkey's Most Important Problems  
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According to TurkStat Research and Data, One Third of the Country is

Energy Poor
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Energy Prices Will Rise Further and State Subsidies Will Gradually Be Removed
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1-Municipality Energy Desks should be established,
2-Energy Cooperatives should be established under the leadership of the municipality,
3- Energy Poor Households Map and Prioritisation should be made,
4-Technical and Financial Model-Mechanism Support should be provided for the Energy
Transformation of Energy Poor Households,
5-Urban Transformation and Earthquake Housing Transformations: Near Zero Energy Houses
and District Heating-Cooling Systems should be planned,
6- Pellets should be made from city tree and plant-landscape wastes and distributed instead of
coal,
7-Simple, Cheap, Easily Applicable Solar Wall for Houses, Heating Systems with Thermal
Storage, Recyclable Insulation, Lighting-Water Heating Systems, etc. should be developed,
8- An Intermunicipal "Energy Poverty Solution Platform" should be established and EU Energy
Poverty Networks should be worked with through MLGP,
9- Prepare for EU Energy Poverty Resolution Projects and Calls,
10-Suspended invoice, Invoice Support, Paying the Invoice as a Voluntary Service to the
Municipality, Cooperation with EDAŞ and Ease of Invoice Payment (Instalment, flexible
payment, tariff change, tariff support, etc.) should be provided.

Some of the Solutions to Energy Poverty: 
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Energy poverty is a very important problem in Turkey, affecting low-income households, informal settlements, pensioners,

minimum wage earners and other vulnerable groups. Municipalities preparing SECAP aim to establish a "Municipal Energy

Desk" as one of the solutions to overcome this problem, providing those living in energy poverty with the necessary

technical and legislative information for solutions and improvements, and access to available financial resources. The

Energy Desk also aims to raise awareness, provide trainings, offer targeted local support and co-operate with stakeholders

to reduce energy poverty in cities.

Information and Technical Advice :

• Energy desks provide information on energy-related resources, government programmes, subsidies and assistance schemes to help reduce energy 

poverty. This includes advice and support on reducing energy consumption, applying for energy subsidies and accessing renewable energy options.

• They can also provide guidance and technical support on energy efficiency practices such as reducing energy bills, using renewable energy, tips on 

improving home insulation, etc.

Application Help :

• Energy desks can assist individuals in applying for various energy-related programmes such as energy subsidies, social tariffs or low-income energy 

assistance. They can help with filling in forms, collecting the necessary documents and understanding the eligibility criteria.

• This support can be crucial for disadvantaged households that are unfamiliar with, unfamiliar with or have access barriers to the application process.

One of the Solutions to Energy Poverty: Establishment of a Municipal Energy

Desk
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One of the Solutions to Energy Poverty: Establishment of a Municipal Energy

Desk
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Bağcılar Municipality SECAP and Energy Poverty Action Proposals: A STORY OF

SUCCESS
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Bağcılar Municipality SECAP and Energy Poverty Action Proposals: A SUCCESS STORY.
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Bağcılar Municipality Energy Desk Trainings Bağcılar Municipality Energy Efficiency

Trainings
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Bağcılar Municipality Energy Audits Bağcılar Municipality ISO 50001 EnYS
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Bağcılar Municipality WEB Page BAGBI and Information on Energy Efficiency in Houses
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Bağcılar Municipality WEB Page Energy Efficiency Information
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Bağcılar Municipality Roof PV System : 172,76 kWpBağcılar Municipality Energy Desk Building
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Bağcılar Municipality Energy Management

Unit
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"Good luck to all our municipalities"

THANK YOU FOR LISTENING!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

akunar@gmail.com

Mobile: +90 532 3941100

mailto:akunar@gmail.com
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