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The language of climate shapes the future
we choose | iklim eylemi, sectigimiz
kelimelerle baslar.



A WORD TO
BEGIN

We dedicate this dictionary to everyone who
wants to build a more equitable, conscious, and
inclusive language on climate issues, both today

and for the future.

SOZE
BASLARKEN

Bu sézligli hem bugin hem gelecek icin iklim
konusunda daha adil, bilin¢li ve kapsayici bir dil
kurmak isteyen herkese ithaf ediyoruz.
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FOREWORD

As climate change becomes increasingly evident in our daily lives, this
dictionary aims to serve as a guide. Our goal is to strengthen climate
literacy by explaining complex concepts in clear and accessible
language. By presenting technical terms in a way that resonates with a
broad audience, this booklet was prepared to raise public awareness of
climate issues.

This dictionary features over 40 key terms, each explained through
clear definitions enriched with examples relevant to everyday life and
the Turkish context. From greenhouse gases to renewable energy, from
climate justice to carbon footprints, the concepts are brought to life in a
way that everyone can understand.

Designed as an accessible reference for anyone seeking to learn more
about climate change, this publication targets a wide audience—from
civil society organizations and decision-makers to students and
concerned citizens. Our main goal is to equip readers with the
knowledge needed to inspire action and meaningful contributions. The
examples and explanations reflect Turkey's unique realities, connecting
climate concepts to the lived experiences of individuals and
communities.

Raising climate awareness in Tlrkiye is a shared responsibility. | see this
dictionary as a bridge—making the language of climate more inclusive
and understandable. | am pleased to share this valuable resource with
you. May it guide us all as we take stronger, more informed steps
toward climate action,. Every informed step we take in the face of the
global climate crisis matters. We hope this dictionary becomes a
companion on that journey.

Daiva Matoniené
MLGPClimate Tiirkiye Team Leader
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ONSOZ

Iklim degisikliginin her gegen giin hayatimizda daha belirgin hale geldigi
bir dénemde, bu s6zlik sizlere rehberlik etmeyi amacgliyor. Amacimiz,
karmasik terimleri sade bir dille agiklayarak iklim okuryazarhgini
glglendirmektir. Teknik kavramlari, toplumun anlayabilecegi bir Uslupla
sundugumuz bu kitapgik, iklim farkindaligini artirmak icin hazirland..

Bu sozlikte 40’tan fazla anahtar terim yer aliyor. Her terim, glnlik
hayatimizdan ve Tirkiye baglamina uygun &rneklerle zenginlestirilmis
agiklamalarla anlasilir kilindi. Sera gazlarindan yenilenebilir enerijiye,
iklim adaletinden karbon ayak izine kadar pek ¢ok kavram, karmasik
terimlerin Otesine gecerek herkesin okuyup anlayabilecegi sekilde ele
alindi.

Bu eser, iklim degisikligi hakkinda bilgi almak isteyen herkes igin
erisilebilir bir basvuru kaynagi olarak tasarlandi. Yerel yénetimlerden
sivil toplum kuruluglarina, karar alici ve uygulayicilara, égrencilerden
vatandaslara kadar genis bir kitleyi hedefliyor. Temel hedefimiz, okurlari
bilgiyle donatarak iklim eylemlerine katkida bulunmalarini tesvik
etmektir. Sundugumuz &rnek ve agiklamalar, Tarkiye'nin  6zgin
kosullarini gézeterek iklim konusunun gunlik yasamimizla olan bagini
gOsteriyor.

Tarkiye'de iklim bilincinin ylkselmesi, hepimizin ortak sorumlulugudur.
Bu nedenle bu s6zligl iklim dilini herkesin anlayabilecegi bir kdpri
olarak goériyoruz. Okuyucularimizi bu édnemli kaynakla bulusturmaktan
mutluluk duyuyoruz. iklim konusunda hep birlikte daha gucld adimlar
atmamiz dilegiyle.

Kiresel isinma ve iklim krizi karsisinda attigimiz her bilingli adim buyik
onem tasiyor. Umariz bu s6zlUk, attigimiz her adimda bize kilavuz olur.

Abdulvahap Sevim
MLGPClimate Uzmani




JUST TRANSITION

In the context of climate change, a just transition refers
to processes that ensure social equity while transforming
the economy toward a low-carbon or net-zero structure.
The aim of such a transition is to make all communities
stakeholders in the transformation of the entire economic
system, ensuring that no one is left behind. This includes
supporting everyone in acquiring new skills and access to
decent work opportunities. For example, providing
retraining and social support for workers in fossil fuel-
dependent sectors is a key component of a just transition.

ADIL DONUSUM

klim degisikligi baglaminda adil dénusim (ya da adil
gecis), ekonominin distk karbonlu veya net sifir bir
yapiya donUsturilirken  toplumsal esitligi  gdzeten
surecleri ifade eder. Boyle bir déndsimde ekonomik
sistemin tamaminda tim topluluklarin paydas olmasi
amaglanir;  kimseyi geride birakmayacak &nlemlerle
herkesin yeni is ve beceri kazanmasi desteklenir. Ornegin,
fosil yakitlara dayali sektdrlerde calisan iscilere yeniden
egitim ve sosyal destek saglanmasi, adil dénisimun bir
parcasidir.
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COP (CONFERENCE OF
THE PARTIES)

COP is the abbreviation for the annual United Nations
climate conferences, formally known as the Conference
of the Parties. These conferences bring together countries
that are signatories to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to negotiate
international agreements and advance climate action.
For example, the Paris Agreement was adopted at

COP21, held in Paris in 2015.

COP (TARAFLAR
KONFERANSI)

COP kisaltmasi, iklim degisikligi konusuna adanmis yillik
Birlesmis Milletler konferanslarini (Conference of Parties)
tanimlar. Bu konferanslarda BM Iklim Degisikligi Cerceve
Sézlesmesi'ne (UNFCCQ) taraf llkeler bir araya gelerek
iklim eylemlerini ve uluslararasi anlasmalari mizakere
eder. Ornedin Paris Anlasmasi, 2015'te Paris'te
diizenlenen COP21'de kabul edilmistir.
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RESILIENCE

Resilience refers to the ability of a community or
environment to withstand and recover from the potential
impacts of climate change. It involves anticipating and
managing climate risks, minimizing damage, and
restoring functionality after disruptive events. For
instance, a city that can quickly repair its infrastructure
after a hurricane is considered to have high climate
resilience.

DIRENGCLILIK

Direnclilik, bir topluluk veya c¢evrenin iklimin olasi
etkilerine karsi dayanma ve toparlanma glicini ifade
eder. Iklim etkilerini dngdriip ydnetebilme, zararlar en
aza indirme ve soktan sonra gereken iyilesmeyi
gerceklestirme yetenegi 6nemlidir. Ornegin, bir kasirga
sonrasi altyapisini hizla yeniden onarabilen sehirler iklim
direncliligi yuksek kabul edilir.
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NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS

Nature-based solutions are approaches that support
climate change adaptation and mitigation efforts by
protecting, restoring, and sustainably managing
ecosystems. These solutions help address climate
challenges while preserving biodiversity.

Examples include conserving mangrove forests to reduce
coastal flooding or rehabilitating wetlands to prevent
urban floods. By working with nature, such practices
offer climate solutions that also protect livelihoods and
enhance ecosystem resilience.

DOGA TEMELLI COZUMLER

Doga temelli ¢dzimler, iklim degisikligine uyum ve
etkilerin hafifletilmesi c¢abalarini ekosistemleri koruma,
restore etme ve slrdurulebilir kullanma  yoluyla
destekleyen yontemlerdir. Bu ¢ézimler, biyolojik cesitliligi
korurken kiy1 taskinlarina karsi mangrov ormanlarinin
muhafaza edilmesi veya selleri 6nlemek icin sulak
alanlarin rehabilite edilmesi gibi pratikler icerir. Bdylece
doga odakli yéntemlerle hem iklim sorunlarina ¢6zim
aranir hem de gegim kaynaklari korunur.
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SUSTAINABILITY

Sustainability refers to a development and living
approach that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs. It integrates environmental protection,
economic viability, and social well-being to ensure long-
term balance and resilience.

In the context of climate change, sustainability involves
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, protecting
ecosystems, using resources efficiently, and adopting
inclusive development models. |t recognizes climate
action as not only an environmental necessity but also a
social and economic transformation.

SURDURULEBILIRLIK

Surdurdlebilirlik, bugliniin ihtiyaglarini karsilarken gelecek
nesillerin  kendi ihtiyaclarini  karsilama  kapasitesini
tehlikeye atmayan bir kalkinma ve yasam anlayisini ifade
eder. Cevresel, ekonomik ve sosyal boyutlar birlikte ele
alarak dogal kaynaklarin korunmasini, toplumsal refahin
artirilmasini ve uzun vadeli istikrarin saglanmasini
hedefler.

Iklim degisikligi baglaminda strdurulebilirlik; sera gazi
emisyonlarinin azaltilmasini, ekosistemlerin korunmasini,
kaynaklarin verimli kullanimini ve kapsayici kalkinma
modellerinin benimsenmesini gerektirir. Bu yaklasim, iklim
eyleminin yalnizca ¢evresel degil ayni zamanda ekonomik
ve toplumsal bir dénisim oldugunu kabul eder.
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LEAVING NO ONE BEHIND

Leaving no one behind ensures that all individuals and
communities are meaningfully included in climate action
and sustainable development, and that the benefits of the
transition are shared fairly. It aims to prevent climate
policies from deepening social, economic, or regional
inequalities by prioritizing those most at risk.

In the context of climate change, this principle calls for the
inclusion and protection of vulnerable groups—such as
low-income communities, women, youth, persons with
disabilities, and those most exposed to climate impacts—
and is a core pillar of both just transition and climate
justice.

KIMSEY| GERIDE BIRAKMAMA

Kimseyi geride birakmama ilkesi, iklim eylemi ve
surdarulebilir kalkinma sureclerinde tim bireylerin  ve
topluluklarin  esit bicimde strece dahil edilmesini ve
donlsimden adil sekilde faydalanmasini ifade eder. Bu
yaklasim, iklim politikalarinin ve uygulamalarinin sosyal,
ekonomik ve bodlgesel esitsizlikleri derinlestirmemesini;
aksine kirilgan gruplari gi¢lendirmesini hedefler.

Iklim degisikligi baglaminda kimseyi geride birakmama;
disitk gelirli gruplarin, kadinlarin, gencglerin, engellilerin ve
iklim  etkilerine en acik topluluklarin  karar alma
sureclerinde gorinir olmasini ve desteklenmesini gerektirir.
Bu ilke, adil doénisim ve iklim adaletinin temel

doionoklorlndon biridir.
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CIRCULAR ECONOMY

A circular economy refers to models of production and
consumption that use resources efficiently, minimize
waste, and promote regeneration. In this approach,
products are designed to be reused, repaired, or recycled
at the end of their life cycle, rather than discarded.

For example, promoting second-hand clothing in the
textile industry or converting plastic waste into new
products are common practices within a circular
economy.

DONCUSEL EKONOMI

Doénglisel ekonomi, kaynaklari verimli  kullanan,
atiklari en aza indiren ve yenilenmeyi tesvik eden
uretim-tiketim modellerini tanimlar. Bu yaklasimda
Urdnler dmrinin sonunda geri donisim ve yeniden
kullanim  ddnglstine  sokulur.  Ornegin,  tekstil
sektorinde ikinci el kullanimi yayginlastirmak veya
plastik atiklari yeni UGrlnlere doéntstirmek déngusel
ekonomi uygulamalarindandir.
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MITIGATION

Mitigation refers to efforts to reduce the severity of
climate change by lowering greenhouse gas emissions or
removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. Actions
such as transitioning to clean energy sources like wind
and solar, improving energy efficiency, adopting
sustainable agricultural practices, and protecting forests
all fall under mitigation strategies.

These measures aim to significantly reduce emissions in
line with the Paris Agreement’'s goal of limiting global
warming to 1.5°C.

ET.Ki.LERiN HAFIFLETILMESI
(MITICASYON)

Klim degisikliginin  etkilerini hafifletmek, sera gazi
emisyonlarini azaltmak veya atmosferden karbondioksit
cekmek gibi dnlemler alarak iklim degisikliginin siddetini
disirmek demektir. Rizgar ve glnes enerjisi gibi temiz
enerjiye gegis, enerji verimliligi artisi, sGrdurulebilir tarim
uygulamalari ve ormanlarin korunmasi bu kapsamda
yapilan eylemlerdendir. Bu &nlemler, Paris Anlasmasi'nin
1,5°C hedefine ulasmak icin sera gazi salimini blytk
Olctide dusirmeyi amacglar.
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EMISSIONS TRADING SYSTEM (ETS)

An Emissions Trading System is a market-based
mechanism that regqulates carbon emissions by setting
limits and allowing the trading of emission allowances.
Governments or regional authorities allocate emission
quotas to sectors, and entities with surplus allowances
can sell them to those needing more, thus creating a
carbon market.

Turkiye's new Climate Law includes provisions for
establishing and managing a national ETS. The system
aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in a cost-
effective manner by encouraging mitigation where it is
most efficient.

EMISYON TICARET SISTEMI (ETS)

Emisyon Ticaret Sistemi, karbon salimlarina kisit getirerek
piyasa mekanizmasiyla karbon ticaretini ydneten bir
sistemdir. Devletler veya bodlgesel otoriteler, sektorlere
salim kotasi belirler ve fazla salim hakki olanlar, azaltim
yapanlara karbon kredisi satarak gelir elde edebilir.
Turkiye'nin yeni Iklim Kanunu da ETS kurulmasi ve
yOnetimini iceren bir dizenleme getirmistir. Bu sayede
sera gazi emisyonlari daha az maliyetle azaltilmaya
calisihir.
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FEEDBACK LOOP

Climate feedback loops occur when a change in the
climate system triggers additional changes that reinforce
and accelerate the original shift, creating a self-
amplifying cycle. For example, as Arctic ice melts, darker
ocean surfaces are exposed, absorbing more heat and
further accelerating warming—a process known as
positive feedback.

When multiple feedback loops interact, they can push the
climate system toward tipping points, leading to
irreversible changes.

GERI BILDIRIM DONGCUSU

Iklim geri bildirim d&ngleri, iklimdeki bir degisikligin
baska degisiklikleri tetikleyerek zincirleme ve kendini
guc¢lendiren reaksiyonlar yaratmasidir. Ornegin Kuzey
Kutbu'ndaki buzu eritip kiyilarin koyulasmasi daha fazla
1si emilmesine neden olarak isinmayi hizlandirir (pozitif
geri bildirim). Bu tiir déngiiler bir arada ilerlerse devrilme
noktalarina yol agarak iklimi geri dondirilemez bigcimde
degistirebilir.




WEATHER VS. CLIMATE

Weather refers to atmospheric conditions—such as
temperature, precipitation, wind, and humidity—at a
specific place and time. Climate, on the other hand, is the
long-term average of these weather patterns, typically
measured over a period of 30 years or more.

For example, a sunny day is a weather event, while the
“Mediterranean  climate” describes  the  typical
temperature and rainfall patterns of a region over
decades. Since the Industrial Revolution, human activity
has caused significant changes to the Earth’s climate
system.

HAVA DURUMU VE IKLIM

Hava durumu, belirli bir anda ve yerdeki atmosferik
kosullari (sicaklik, yadis, riizgdr vb.) tanimlarken, iklim ise
bu kosullarin  uzun dénemli ortalamasidir. Ornegin
‘gunesli bir giin’ bir hava durumu 6rnegiyken, “Akdeniz
iklimi” 30 yil veya daha uzun dénemdeki tipik sicaklik ve
yagis desenidir. Sanayi devrimi sonrasi insan faaliyetleri
iklim Uzerinde ciddi degisikliklere yol agmaktadir.
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IPCC (INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL
ON CLIMATE CHANGE)

The IPCC is an international panel that compiles the most
reliable scientific information on climate change.
Established under the auspices of the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the IPCC
assesses scientific developments in climate research and
provides evidence-based recommendations to
policymakers.

lts reports are widely regarded as the most authoritative
scientific references on global warming and climate

policy.

IPCC ([—IUKQMETLERARASI IKLIM
DEGISIKLIGI PANELI)

IPCC, iklim degisikligi ile ilgili en glvenilir bilimsel bilgileri
derleyen uluslararasi bir paneldir. Dinya Meteoroloji
Orgiti ve UNEP gbézetiminde kurulan [IPCC, iklim
bilimindeki gelismeleri degerlendirerek karar alicilar igin
kanita dayali tavsiyeler sunar. |IPCC raporlari, kiresel
Isinma ve iklim politikalari hakkinda en yetkin bilimsel
rehber olarak kabul edilmektedir.
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CLIMATE JUSTICE

Climate justice refers to placing equity and human rights
at the center of climate-related decisions and actions.
The concept emphasizes the responsibility of high-
emitting, industrialized countries—those most responsible
for the climate crisis—to support those who have
contributed the least but are often the most affected.

For example, establishing climate funds that assist less
developed nations reflects a climate justice perspective,
ensuring fairness in the global response to climate
change.

IKLIM ADALETI

Iklim adaleti, iklim degisikligiyle ilgili karar ve eylemlerin
merkezine esitlik ve insan haklarini koymayi ifade eder.
Bu kavram, basta sanayilesmis Ulkeler olmak Gzere buyik
emisyon yaratmis Ulkelerin sorumluluklarini vurgular; yani
en cok Kkirletenlerin daha az kirletene yardim etmesi
gerektigini  éne strer. Ornedin iklim fonlarinin
kurulmasinda, daha az gelismis Ulkelerle is birligi
yapilmasi iklim adaleti bakis acisini yansitir.
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CLIMATE FINANCE

Climate finance refers to the financial resources and
instruments used to support projects aimed at combating
climate change and enhancing climate adaptation. It
enables large-scale investments that facilitate the
transition to a climate-friendly economy and strengthen
communities’ capacity to cope with climate impacts.
Funding can come from various sources—such as grants,
loans, or revenues from carbon taxes—and through
mechanisms like the Green Climate Fund.

IKLIM FINANSMANI

Iklim finansmani, iklim degisikligiyle micadele ve uyum
projelerini finanse etmek icin kullanilan mali kaynak ve
araglari tanimlar. Bu finansman, iklim dostu ekonomiye
gegise ve toplumlarin iklim etkilerine uyum kapasitesini
glc¢lendirmesine olanak taniyan buylk olgekli yatirmlari
icerir. Kaynaklar hibe, kredi veya karbon vergisi gelirleri
gibi farkh kanallardan saglanabilir (6r. Yesil Iklim Fonu
gibi mekanizmalar).
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CLIMATE SECURITY

Climate security refers to the assessment and
management of risks that climate change poses to peace,
stability, and human well-being. The impacts of the
climate crisis—such as increased food, water, and
livelihood insecurity—can drive displacement, competition
over resources, and social unrest.

For instance, supporting local communities in drought-
affected regions facing resource scarcity is an example of
a climate security strategy aimed at reducing conflict risk.

IKLIM GUVENLIGI

Iklim gtivenligi, iklim degisikliginin yol acabilecegi catisma
ve toplumsal istikrarsizhik risklerini  degerlendirip
yOdnetmeyi amaclar. iklim krizinin koti etkileri gida, su ve
gecim guvensizligini artirarak gé¢ ve yarismalar
yaratabilir; iklim glvenligi bu riskleri azaltmayi hedefler.
Ornegin kuraklik nedeniyle kaynak sikintisi cekilen
bolgelerde yerel toplumlari desteklemek, iklim glvenligi
stratejisinin parcasi olabilir.
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CLIMATE OVERSHOOT

Climate overshoot refers to the period during which
global warming exceeds the 1.5°C threshold set by the
Paris Agreement. Although the goal is to limit warming
to 1.5°C, scientific projections indicate that this limit may
be temporarily surpassed.

If the overshoot persists, it could cause irreversible harm
to ecosystems and societies. Therefore, immediate and
deep emission reductions are essential to minimize the
duration and consequences of such an overshoot.

IKLIM HEDEFI LIMIT ASIMI

kklim hedefi limit asimi, kiresel 1sinmanin 1.5°C’lik siniri
astigr donemleri ifade eder. Paris Anlagsmasi isinmayi 1.5°C
ile sinirlamayl hedefler, ancak bilimsel senaryolar bu
sinirin  asilabilecegini g&stermektedir. Bu asimin uzun
sirmesi  ekosistemler ve toplumlar UGzerinde geri
dondlrlilemez zararlar yaratabilir; bu nedenle derhal
emisyonlarin keskin bicimde azaltilmasi gereklidir.
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CLIMATE CRISIS

The climate crisis refers to the wide-ranging and severe
problems caused by global warming, including extreme
weather events, rising sea levels, biodiversity loss, food
and water insecurity, and social disruption. Since the
1800s, human activities have increased the Earth’s
average temperature by approximately 1.2°C—making this
the root cause of the crisis.

If left unaddressed, the climate crisis will lead to more
frequent and intense hurricanes, floods, droughts, and
conflicts, posing escalating threats to people and the
planet.

IKLIM KRIZI

Iklim krizi, kiresel isinmanin yol actigi ekstrem hava
olaylari, deniz seviyesinin ytkselmesi, biyocesitlilik kaybi,
gida-su krizi ve toplumsal bozulma gibi ciddi sorunlarin
toplamini tanimlar. 1800’lerden bu yana insan faaliyetleri
dinyanin ortalama sicakhgini ~1.2°C artirmis ve bu durum
iklim krizinin temel nedenidir. Iklim krizi asilmazsa
kasirgalar, seller, kuraklklar ve catismalar daha sik ve
siddetli hale gelmektedir.
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CLIMATE LAW

A climate law is a national legal framework that governs
a country’s efforts to address and adapt to climate
change. Turkiye's first Climate Law, adopted in 2025,
established a comprehensive structure for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions and enhancing climate
resilience.

The law incorporates key concepts such as just transition,
emissions trading systems, and climate justice, aiming to
align national efforts with international climate goals.

IKLIM KANUNU

Iklim Kanunu, bir Glkenin iklim degisikligiyle micadele ve
uyum calismalarini dizenleyen ulusal yasal cergevedir.
Turkiye'de ilk Iklim Kanunu 2025'te kabul edilmis olup,
sera gazi emisyon azaltimi ve iklim degisikligine uyum igin
kapsamli bir yapr kurmustur. Bu kanun “adil gegis”,
“emisyon ticaret sistemi” ve “iklim adaleti” gibi kavramlari
da mevzuata kazandirarak uluslararasi iklim hedeflerine
uyumu amagclamaktadir.
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CLIMATE POLICY

Climate policy encompasses the strategies and principles
set by governments to combat climate change. Turkiye's
new climate policy is guided by principles such as
“‘common but differentiated responsibilities,” climate
justice, public participation, and sustainability.

This means national climate action is designed to align
with development goals while safeguarding the rights and
interests of all segments of society.

IKLIM POLITIKASI

Iklim politikasi, hiikimetlerin iklim degisikligiyle micadele
yonlinde belirledigi strateji ve ilkeleri kapsar. Turkiye'nin
yeni iklim politikasi, “ortak fakat farkhlastiriimis
sorumluluklar”, iklim adaleti, katilim ve sirduarulebilirlik
gibi ilkeleri esas alir. Yani ulusal iklim eylemlerinde, hem
kalkinma hedefleri hem de toplumun tim kesimlerinin
haklari gozetilir.
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CARBON FOOTPRINT

A carbon footprint measures the total amount of
greenhouse gases—primarily carbon dioxide and
methane—emitted into the atmosphere by an individual,
organization, or product. A larger carbon footprint
indicates higher emissions and a greater contribution to
the climate crisis.

It includes both direct and indirect emissions from energy
use, transportation, food consumption, and the
production of goods and services.

KARBON AYAK iz

Karbon ayak izi, bir kisi, kurulus veya Griinin atmosfere
saldigr toplam sera gazi miktarinin &lgistdur. Buyuk
karbon ayak izi, daha fazla CO, ve metan salimi demektir
ve iklim krizine katkiyi gosterir. Bu iz, enerji kullanimi,
ulasim, tlketilen gida ve mal-hizmetlerin Uretimi dahil
tim dogrudan ve dolayli emisyonlarin toplamidir.
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CARBON MARKETS

Carbon markets are trade-based mechanisms that
provide financial incentives for activities that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. In these systems, emission
reductions are converted into carbon credits, which can
be bought and sold.

For example, a company can offset its emissions by
purchasing carbon credits from a project that actively
reduces emissions. This enables the private sector to
contribute to emission reductions through cost-effective
means.

KARBON PIYASALARI

Karbon piyasalari, sera gazi emisyonlarini  azaltan
faaliyetleri finansal olarak tesvik eden ticarete dayal
mekanizmalardir. Bu sistemlerde emisyon azaltimlari
karbon kredilerine doénuasturalir ve bu krediler alinip
satilabilir. Ornegin, bir sirket karbon azaltimi yapan bir
projeden karbon kredisi alarak salinimlarini
dengeleyebilir. Boylece 06zel sektdér de emisyonlarini
distirmeye ekonomik kaynaklarla katkida bulunur.
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DECARBONIZATION

Decarbonization refers to the process of reducing a
society’s greenhouse gas emissions while increasing the
amount of carbon absorbed from the atmosphere. It
requires fundamental changes across all sectors—from
energy production and industry to agriculture and
construction.

Examples of decarbonization efforts include investing in
renewable energy, transitioning to electric vehicles in
land transportation, and implementing climate-friendly
urban planning.

KARBONSUZLASTIRMA

Karbonsuzlastirma, bir toplumun sera gazi emisyonunu
azaltmayr ve atmosferden emilen karbon miktarini
artirmayi hedefleyen sureci ifade eder. Enerji tUretiminden
sanayiye, tarimdan insaata kadar  Gretim-tlketim
bicimleri kokli bicimde degistirilir. Ornegin yenilenebilir
enerji kaynaklarina yapilan yatirimlar, kara
tasimaciliginda elektrikli araglara gegis ve cgevreci sehir
planlamalar karbonsuzlastirma ¢abalarinin érnekleridir.
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CARBON TAX

A carbon tax is a fee imposed on fossil fuels such as coal,
oil, and natural gas, based on their carbon content. In
essence, it charges emitters for each unit of carbon
dioxide released into the atmosphere.

This tax reflects the social and environmental costs of
carbon emissions in the market price and can generate
revenue to support low-carbon investments and climate-
friendly initiatives.

KARBON VERGISI

Karbon vergisi, komur, petrol ve dogal gaz gibi fosil
yakitlarin igerdikleri karbon miktarina gére uygulanan bir
vergidir. Yani yakitin her biriminden atmosfere saldigi
karbon miktari kadar ek Ucret alinir. Bu vergi, karbon
saliminin sosyal ve cevresel maliyetini fiyata yansitir ve
elde edilen gelirler dusik karbonlu yatirrmlara
yonlendirilebilir.
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CARBON SINK

A carbon sink is a natural process or system that absorbs
more carbon dioxide from the atmosphere than it emits.
Forests, oceans, wetlands, and soil are major carbon
sinks.

For example, oceans absorb atmospheric CO, through
photosynthesis and physical processes, while forests store
carbon in trees and soil. Protecting and enhancing these
natural carbon sinks is a critical strategy in the fight
against climate change.

KARBON YUTAGI

Karbon vyutagi, atmosferden saldigi karbondioksitten
daha fazlasini emen sire¢ veya alanlardir. Ormanlar,
okyanuslar, sulak alanlar ve toprak bu rolli Ustlenir.
Ornegin okyanuslar fotosentez ve fiziksel c¢dziinme
yoluyla atmosferik CO,'yi emer, ormanlar ise agaglar ve
toprakta karbonu depolar. Dogal karbon yutaklarinin
korunmasi, iklim  degisikligiyle = micadelede  kritik
stratejilerden biridir.
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CARBON REMOVAL AND CARBON
CAPTURE

Carbon removal refers to solutions that extract
greenhouse gas emissions from the atmosphere—ranging
from planting trees and managing soil to using
technological methods. For example, afforestation or
restoring wetlands helps remove carbon dioxide from the
qir.

Carbon capture and storage (CCS), on the other hand,
involves capturing CO, emissions from sources like power
plants and storing them deep underground to prevent
their release into the atmosphere.

KARBON UZAKLASTIRMA VE
KARBON YAKALAMA

Karbon uzaklastirma, bitki ekiminden toprak ydnetimine
veya yapay yontemlere kadar sera gazi emisyonlarinin
atmosferden geri ¢ekilmesini saglayan ¢ézimleri kapsar.
Ornedin agaclandirma veya bataklik restore etme ile
karbon atmosferden uzaklastiriir. Karbon yakalama ve
depolama ise, enerji santrallerinden c¢ikan CO,'yi yerin
derinliklerinde glvenli sekilde tutarak atmosfere gitmesini
onler.
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LOSS AND DAMAGE

Loss and damage refers to the destruction and harm
caused by the unavoidable impacts of climate change—
despite efforts to mitigate and adapt. It includes both
economic and non-economic consequences.

Economic losses may involve damaged infrastructure or
the loss of agricultural land, while non-economic losses
include cultural heritage, human lives, or community
displacement—impacts that cannot be easily measured in
monetary terms.

KAYIP VE ZARAR

"Kayip ve zarar”, kaginilmaz iklim degisikligi etkilerinin
neden oldugu talanlari ve kayiplari ifade eder. Azaltim ve
uyum cabalarina ragmen ortaya ¢ikan olumsuz sonuclar
bu kapsamdadir. Ekonomik kayiplar altyapi tahribati veya
tarim arazilerinin yok olmasi seklindedir; ekonomik
olmayanlar ise kiltirel miras veya can kaybi gibi parasal
olmayan zararlari igerir.
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TIPPING POINT

A tipping point refers to a critical threshold beyond which
changes in the climate system become irreversible,
regardless of future reductions in greenhouse gas
emissions.

Examples include the melting of the Greenland ice sheet
or the thawing of permafrost. Crossing such tipping
points can trigger rapid and dangerous consequences for
biodiversity and human societies alike.

KRITIK ESIK

Kritik esik, sera gazi emisyonlari ne kadar azaltilsa da
geri donlsimsuz degisimlerin baslayacagi sinirlari ifade
eder. Ornegin Gronland buz tabakalarinin erimesi veya
permafrostun ¢ozllmesi, kritik esik orneklerindendir. Bu
tir esikler asilirsa, biyogesitlilik ve insan toplumlar
Uzerinde ¢ok tehlikeli etkiler hizla ortaya cikar.
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GLOBAL WARMING VS. CLIMATE
CHANGE

Global warming refers to the rise in the Earth’s average
temperature caused by the increasing concentration of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Climate change
encompasses the broader, long-term shifts resulting from
this warming—such as rising sea levels, melting glaciers,
and altered precipitation patterns.

As human activities, especially the use of fossil fuels,
continue to release emissions, global warming intensifies
and causes lasting damage to the planet’'s climate
systems.

KURESEL ISINMA VE IKLIM

o VvV o

DEGI$IKLIGI

Kiresel 1sinma, atmosferdeki sera gazlarinin artmasi
sonucu Dinya’'nin  ortalama sicaklhiginin  ylkselmesi
demektir. iklim degisikligi ise bu i1sinmanin etkisiyle uzun
vadede olusan genis kapsamli degisimleri kapsar; deniz
seviyesinin yukselmesi, buzullarin erimesi, degisen yagis
dizenleri gibi. Insan faaliyetleri fosil yakit kullanimini
surdirdikge kuresel i1sinma artmakta ve bu da iklim
sistemine kalici zararlar vermektedir.
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BLUE ECONOMY

The blue economy is an approach that promotes
economic development through the sustainable use of
ocean and coastal resources. It includes traditional
maritime sectors such as fisheries, tourism, and shipping,
as well as emerging industries like offshore wind energy
and aquaculture.

The goal is to generate economic opportunities and
improve societal well-being while ensuring the long-term
health and protection of marine ecosystems.

MAVI EKONOMI

Mavi  ekonomi, okyanus ve kiyi kaynaklarinin
surdurilebilir kullanimiyla ekonomik kalkinmayi
hedefleyen bir yaklasimi anlatir. Deniz Grinleri, turizm,
deniz tasimaciligi gibi geleneksel deniz endustrileri yani
sira aclk deniz rlzgdr enerjisi ve su Urlnleri yetistiriciligi
gibi yeni sektorleri icerir. Amag, okyanuslarin korunurken
toplumsal refahi artiran ekonomik firsatlar yaratmaktir.

i MLGP4

2> CLIMATE

/(%

y




GREEN ECONOMY

A green economy is an economic model that promotes
growth and development while reducing environmental
risks and ecological degradation. It aims to improve
human well-being and social equity while significantly
lowering carbon emissions, resource depletion, and
pollution.

In a green economy, investments are directed toward
renewable energy, energy efficiency, sustainable
agriculture, circular economy practices, and nature-
based solutions. The core objective is to decouple
economic growth from environmental harm while
creating decent jobs and long-term resilience.

YESIL EKONOMI

Yesil ekonomi, cevresel riskleri ve ekolojik tahribati
azaltirken ekonomik blylmeyi ve toplumsal refahi birlikte
hedefleyen bir kalkinma modelidir. Bu yaklasim, sera gazi
emisyonlarini, dogal kaynak kullanimini ve kirliligi dnemli
Olcide azaltmayr amaclarken insan refahini ve sosyal
esitligi guclendirmeyi esas alir.

Yesil ekonomide yatirimlar; yenilenebilir enerji, enerji
verimliligi, surdlrulebilir  tarim, doénglsel ekonomi
uygulamalari ve doga temelli ¢ézimler gibi alanlara
yonlendirilir. Temel amag, ekonomik blylimeyi cevresel
tahribattan ayristirarak (decoupling) nitelikli istihdam
yaratmak ve uzun vadeli direncliligi saglamaktir.
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NET ZERO

Net zero refers to the balance between the amount of
greenhouse gases emitted into the atmosphere and the
amount removed through reduction or removal efforts. In
other words, any carbon dioxide released is offset by an
equivalent amount being captured or eliminated.

Achieving net zero requires a deep transformation of
energy, transportation, and industrial systems in order to
prevent the most severe consequences of climate change.

NET SIFIR

Net sifir, insan faaliyetleri sonucu atmosfere salinan sera
gazi miktari ile bu gazlarin ortadan kaldirilmasini
saglayan c¢abalarin esitlenmesi anlamina gelir. Yani,
salinan karbondioksit miktari dengelemek Uzere ayni
miktarda karbon uzaklastirilir veya emisyon azaltilir. Net
sifira ulagsmak, iklim degisikliginin en k&td sonuglarini
onlemek igin enerji, ulasim ve sanayi sistemlerinde kokla

doénlisimu gerektirir.




REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE

Regenerative agriculture refers to farming practices that
restore soil health, improve ecosystems, reduce water use,
and support biodiversity. These methods include
minimizing soil disturbance, encouraging crop diversity,
and using organic fertilizers such as compost and
manure.

As a result, more carbon is sequestered in the soil,
moisture is better retained, and agricultural land becomes
more productive and resilient.

ONARICI TARIM

Onarici  tarim, topragi ve ekosistemi iyilestiren, su
kullanimini azaltan ve biyolojik c¢esitliligi destekleyen
tarim ydntemlerini kapsar. Ornegdin topradi dizenli
doéndirmeyen, bitkiler arasi doélime O6nem veren ve
organik glbre kullanan yéntemler direnci artirir. Bu
sayede karbon toprakta daha fazla tutulur, toprak suyu
muhafaza eder ve tarim arazilerinin verimliligi ytkselir.
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PARIS AGREEMENT

The Paris Agreement is an international treaty adopted
at COP21 in 2015, aiming to limit global warming to well
below 2°C—preferably to 1.5°C—above pre-industrial
levels. Signed by 196 countries, the agreement requires
parties to set national climate targets and update them
every five years with increasing ambition.

Through this framework, countries cooperate on both
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and implementing
adaptation measures to address the impacts of climate
change.

PARIS ANLASMASI

Paris Anlagsmasi, 2015te COP2l'de kabul edilen ve
kiiresel 1sinmay! sanayi Oncesi seviyelere goére 2°C'nin
oldukca altinda (tercihen 1.5°C ile) sinirlamayi amaclayan
uluslararasi  bir anlagsmadir. 196 Ulke tarafindan
imzalanan bu anlasma, Ulkelerin iklim hedeflerini
belirleyip beser yillik dénemlerle glincellemesini zorunlu
kilar. Boylece taraflar, hem sera gazi azaltimi hem de
iklim degisikligine uyum &nlemleri konusunda isbirligini

surdurar.
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REDD+

REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and
Forest Degradation) is a mechanism aimed at lowering
greenhouse gas emissions by reducing deforestation and
forest degradation. It encourages carbon storage through
forest conservation, sustainable management, and
reforestation—particularly in developing countries.

Since nearly one-quarter of global emissions are linked
to forest loss, REDD+ represents a vital strategy in the
global effort to combat climate change.

REDD+

REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and
forest Degradation), ormansizlasma ve orman tahribatini
azaltarak sera gazi emisyonlarini distirmeyi amaglayan
bir mekanizmadir. Gelismekte olan Ulkelerde ormanlarin
korunmasi, sdrdurtlebilir  yonetimi ve  yeniden
agaglandirma yoluyla karbon depolanmasi tesvik edilir.
REDD sayesinde kiresel emisyonlarin yaklasik dértte biri
ormanlardan kaynaklandigi igcin bu mekanizma iklim
degisikligiyle micadelede 6nemli bir stratejidir.




GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Greenhouse gas emissions refer to the release of gases
into the atmosphere that trap heat and contribute to
global warming. The main greenhouse gases include
carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and fluorinated
gases.

Since the industrial era, human activities—such as
burning fossil fuels, agriculture, and industrial processes—
have increased these gases to dangerous levels. Reducing
greenhouse gas emissions is one of the most critical steps
in addressing the climate crisis.

SERA GAZI EMISYONLARI

Sera gazi emisyonlari, atmosferde 1si tutucu etki yaratan
gazlarin atmosfere salinmasidir. Karbondioksit, metan,
azot oksit ve florlu gazlar baslica sera gazlandir.
Sanayilesme sonrasi insan faaliyetleri (6rnegin fosil yakit
yakimi, tarim ve sanayi sirecleri) bu gazlarin miktarini
tehlikeli seviyelere cikararak kiresel isinmaya neden
olmustur. Sera gazi emisyonlarinin azaltiimasi, iklim krizi
ile micadelede en kritik adimdir.
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TRANSPARENCY

Transparency refers to the clear and accurate reporting
of countries’ progress toward their climate commitments.
Under the Paris Agreement, all countries are required to
regularly report on their greenhouse gas emissions and
adaptation efforts.

Transparent reporting builds trust and cooperation in
climate action, enabling the development of effective
policies based on shared data and mutual accountability.

SEFFAFLIK

Seffaflik, Glkelerin iklim taahhutlerine iligskin ilerlemelerini
aclk ve dogru bicimde raporlamasidir. Paris Anlagmasi
kapsaminda tim Ulkeler sera gazi emisyonlari ve uyum
cabalarini dizenli olarak bildirmek zorundadir. Seffaf
raporlama, iklim eyleminde given ve is birligini
glclendirir; boylece herkes Uzerine diseni yaparken
olusan veriler dogrultusunda etkin politikalar
gelistirilebilir.
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NATIONALLY DETERMINED
CONTRIBUTIONS (NDCS)

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) are short-
and medium-term climate action plans developed by
each country under the Paris Agreement, with the goal of
keeping global warming below 1.5°C. These plans are
updated every five years and outline measures for both
emission reductions and climate adaptation.

NDCs serve as the core framework for each country’s
climate commitments, including emission reduction
targets and climate finance strategies.

ULUSAL KATKI BEYANLARI (UKB)

Ulusal Katki Beyanlari (Tirkiye'de UKB), Paris Anlagsmasi
cercevesinde her Ulkenin kiresel isinmayi 1.5°C'nin altinda
tutma hedefiyle gelistirdigi kisa ve orta vadeli iklim eylem
planlaridir. Bu planlar bes yilda bir gtincellenir ve sera
gazi azaltimi ile uyum c¢abalarini igerir. UKB'ler, her
Ulkenin emisyon indirimi taahhutleri ve iklim finansman
stratejilerinin ana gergevesini belirler.

(peille -




NATIONAL ADAPTATION PLANS (NAPS)

National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) are strategic
frameworks developed by countries to enhance resilience
and strengthen their capacity to adapt to the impacts of
climate change. These plans outline measures across key
sectors such as agriculture, water management, and
infrastructure.

Each country, including Turkiye, designs and implements
NAPs based on its local conditions and vulnerabilities to
ensure effective climate adaptation.

ULUSAL UYUM PLANLARI

Ulusal Uyum Planlari (UUP), tlkelerin iklim degisikliginin
etkilerine karsi  dayanikliigi ve uyum kapasitesini
glglendirmek icin hazirladiklari planlardir. UUP’ler, tarim,
su yonetimi, altyapi gibi alanlarda alinacak &nlemleri
dizenler. Turkiye gibi her Ulke, iklim degisikligine uyum
icin yerel kosullara uygun stratejiler belirleyerek bu

planlari uygulamaya koyar.




UNFCCC (UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK
CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE)

The UNFCCC is an international environmental treaty
adopted in 1992 to address climate change. Signed by
198 countries, it serves as the foundation for key climate
agreements such as the Paris Agreement and the Kyoto
Protocol.

The UNFCCC Secretariat oversees tasks such as
organizing COP conferences and maintaining records of
national climate commitments.

UNFCCC (BM iKLIM DEGISIKLIGI CERGEVE
SOZLESMESI)

UNFCCC, 1992'de kabul edilen ve iklim degisikligiyle
micadeleyi amaclayan uluslararasi cevre soézlesmesidir.
198 Ulkenin imzaladigi bu cerceve, Paris Anlasmasi ve
Kyoto Protokoli gibi uluslararasi iklim anlasmalarinin
temelini  olusturur.  UNFCCC  sekretaryasi, COP
toplantilarinin diizenlenmesi ve ulusal beyanlarin kaydini
tutmak gibi gorevleri Ustlenir.
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ADAPTATION (CLIMATE ADAPTATION)

Adaptation refers to all activities aimed at reducing the
vulnerability of communities and systems to the expected
adverse effects of climate change. It includes measures to
address risks such as extreme weather events, sea-level
rise, biodiversity loss, and food and water insecurity.

Examples of adaptation strategies include developing
drought-resistant crop varieties, strengthening water
infrastructure, and implementing urban flood prevention
measures.

UYUM (iKLIM DEGISIKLIGINE UYUM)

Uyum, iklim degisikliginin beklenen olumsuz etkilerine
karsi topluluklarin ve sistemlerin hassasiyetini azaltmayi
hedefleyen her tirlG faaliyeti kapsar. Asiri hava olaylari,
deniz seviyesi ylkselmesi, biyocesitlilik kaybi, gida-su
guvencesizligi gibi risklere karsi 6nlemler almak uyum
kapsamindadir. Tarimda kurakliga dayanikli Grin cesitleri
gelistirmek, su altyapisini guclendirmek veya kentsel sel
onlemleri almak uyum stratejisi 6rneklerindendir.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY

Renewable energy is derived from naturally replenishing
sources such as wind, sunlight, flowing water, and
geothermal heat. Unlike fossil fuels, these sources are
sustainable, clean, and virtually limitless in the long term.

The share of renewables in global electricity generation is
rapidly increasing, and with major investments, these
sources could supply the majority of the world’s electricity

by 2030.

YENILENEBILIR ENERJI

Yenilenebilir enerji, riizgar, glnes, su akisi ve jeotermal
gibi dogal olarak slrekli yenilenen kaynaklardan elde
edilen enerjidir. Fosil yakitlardan farkh olarak, bu
kaynaklar sirdirulebilir, temiz ve uzun vadede sinirsiz
kullanilabilir. Kiresel elektrik Uretiminde yenilenebilir
enerjinin payr hizla artmakta; 2030'a kadar buylk
yatirimlarla bu kaynaklar dinyanin elektriginin cogunu
saglayabilecek dizeye cikabilir.
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GREENWASHING

Greenwashing is the act of portraying a company or
organization as environmentally friendly without making
meaningful efforts to reduce its carbon footprint. For
example, a fossil fuel-based company may launch
sustainability campaigns to improve its image while
failing to  implement substantial environmental
improvements.

This practice misleads consumers and undermines trust in
genuine climate policies and actions.

YESIL AKLAMA

Yesil aklama, bir sirketin veya kurulusun gercekten
karbon azaltimi  yapmiyorken kendini c¢evre dostu
gdstermesi eylemidir. Ornegin, fosil yakit kullanan bir
sirketin  surdurudlebilir  bir imaj c¢izmek igin egitim
kampanyalari  didzenlemesi, ancak o6nemli cevresel
iyilestirmeler yapmamasi yesil aklamaya 6rnek olabilir. Bu
durum tlketicileri yaniltir ve iklim politikalarina gtven
kaybettirir.
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GREEN JOBS

Green jobs are fair and inclusive employment
opportunities that arise from the production of
environmentally friendly goods and services or from
sustainable practices. Examples include jobs in renewable
energy facilities, recycling plants, and sustainable farming
operations.

These roles not only help reduce carbon emissions but
also foster economic transformation by creating new
demands for training and skills development.

YESIL ISLER

Yesil isler, cevre dostu Urlin ve hizmetlerin Uretimiyle ya
da surdurilebilir streglerle ortaya ¢ikan, adil ve kapsayici
istihdam firsatlaridir. Ornegin yenilenebilir enerji tesisleri,
geri doénusum fabrikalari veya surduridlebilir  tarim
isletmeleri yesil is kategorisine girer. Bu isler hem karbon
salimini  azaltir hem de yeni egitim ve beceri
gereksinimleri yaratarak ekonomiyi dénustarur.
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FINAL NOTE

The climate crisis cannot be addressed through
technical solutions alone—it also requires a
shared understanding and a common language.
This glossary goes beyond simplifying
concepts; it aims to strengthen decision-
making, public awareness, and collective action
on climate change.

The words we use shape how we think and how
we act. Making the language of climate more
just, inclusive, and accessible is therefore a
foundational step toward effective climate
action.

We hope this glossary serves as a living
reference for everyone engaged Iin climate
dialogue, policymaking, and action.
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SON SOZ

Iklim krizi yalnizca teknik ¢6ziimlerle degil, ortak
bir anlayis ve dogru bir dille asilabilir. Bu
sozliik, iklimle ilgili kavramlari sadelestirmenin
Otesinde; karar alma sireclerini, toplumsal
farkindaligi ve ortak eylemi giclendirmeyi
amaclamaktadir.

Kullandigimiz kelimeler, nasil disiindiagimiizi
ve nasil hareket ettigimizi sekillendirir. Bu
nedenle iklim dilini daha adil, daha kapsayici ve
daha anlasilir kilmak, etkili iklim eyleminin temel
adimlarindan biridir.

Bu calismanin, iklim konusunda sdz soéyleyen,
karar alan ve harekete gecen herkes icin
yasayan bir basvuru kaynagi olmasini diliyoruz.
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