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MEDICAL WASTE ALERT 
How to Manage 
COVID-19 

Healthcare 
Waste 
APRIL 2020  

COVID-19 has swept through the world in a very 
short period, causing widespread concern for many 
countries. The surprise global effect of COVID-19 
has caused a shortage in certain supplies, such as 
gloves, gowns and masks.  Fortunately, COVID-19 
infection, has largely been contained and impacts 
have been  minimal on Pacific Island communities.

Large volumes of solid waste, such as personal     
protective equipment, are being generated in       
response to the pandemic. In contrast to previous 
epidemics (e.g. the Ebola crisis of 2014-2016),      
patients do not produce large quantities of           
biohazard or pathological waste. 

If there is a silver lining to be observed in this     
pandemic, this is certainly it.  

PacWastePlus EU
SPREP to 

sustainably and cost effectively improve regional management of waste and pollution. 
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